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The Housing Act of 1954 is changing the 
lives of millions of American families. 
It is enabling them to build now the home 
they have been dreaming of for 
years. Veterans need no cash down and 
can take up to forty years to pay. 
Others need only 5% cash down and 
have thirty years to pay. This means that 
monthly carrying might be less than 
the rent you are now paying — as little 
as $40 per month I 

If you wish to own a new home that is both 
architect-designed and quality-built, 
this book will start you on your way. All 
of the homes can be built on a low 
income budget. All give you maximum 
livability and comfort for your 
investment. Blueprints have been prepared 
by the Architect to meet F.H.A. and 
V.A. requirements. They are available at 
a special low price. These blueprints 
enable you to join the tens of thousands 
who have benefited by the 
publisher's plan service and who are 
now enjoying the happiness and 
security of their own new home. 
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Explanation of Special Architect's Blueprint Feature 

When you fall in love with a house that you see in a home magazine, there is nothing as frustrating as: 

1. Finding out you cannot obtain blueprints 

2. Finding out the house costs more to build than you can afford. 

The publishers have taken steps to head off and prevent both such disappointments and so to substantially increase the value 

of this book to their national readership. 

First of all, by arrangement with Associated Plan Service , the fastest growing home planning center in the country, professional 

working blueprints are available far every house In this book at a price so low that you can afford to buy blueprints for 

several houses in order to get several bids and do some comparitive planning. 

Secondly, with the aid of the Mortgage Department of the Franklin National Bank of Franklin Square, New York, one of the 

fastest growing banks in the country, a table of mortgage payments based on the new Housing Act has been prepared [see page 3). 

This is tied in with square footage of each type, of house based on the national cost average prevailing at time of publication. 

Hence, you can tell whether a house Is likely to fit your budget even before you buy blueprints. Further valuable 

tips on financing your new home under F.H.A. and V.A. guarantees are provided throughout the text of this book. 
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How to estimate the tost of a 

new home before you buy plans 



YOU CAN NOW OWN a new house for little or no money down and less than the rent 
you pay. If you would like to own a home on these terms, any of the beautiful homes in 
this book can be yours. Here is how. 

The Housing Act of 1954 brings to the people of this country an opportunity for home 
ownership at terms that were never before possible; There have been special occasions 
in the past when terms for buying or building were quite lenient, but there was always 
a fly in the ointment— banks refused to go along at the low interest rates, materials were 
in short supply, or prices were just plain crazy. 

Today the new law comes at a time when banks welcome new opportunities to put their 
vast supply of money to work, when manufacturers have normal inventories backed by a 
continuous flow of raw materials, and builders or contractors, no longer harassed by 
unforeseen contingencies, are anxious to bid competitively to get your job. 

Americans are quick to take advantage of opportunities, especially this unique oppor- 
tunity to be able to enjoy today what was up until now just a long-cherished dream of 
future happiness. By the hundreds of thousands they have been obtaining blueprints, 
selecting a site, arranging a mortgage, and signing building contracts, all under the new 
Housing Act. When you read this, these hundreds of thousands will have already moved 
into their new homes. They will be enjoying the freedom of light airy spacious rooms, the 
comfort of silent, dependable plumbing, heating or air-conditioning, and the heretofore 
unbelieveable miracle of effortless living in a modern architect-designed home. You too 
can take this path now— today. Here is the first step. 

Examine the table of monthly payments and house sizes below: 



YOUR 



HOW M 


UCH HOUSE 


WILL 


If you have 

his much cash 

(land counts 

as cash) 


And If you 

can pay 

this much 

per month 


Then you 
can obtain 

this 
mortgage 


$400 


$41.62 


$7600 


450 


46.83 


8550 


500 


47.64 


8700 


600 


49.30 


9000 


700 


50.94 


9300 


800 


52.58 


9600 


900 


54.22 


9900 


1000 


55.86 


10200 


1200 


59.15 


10800 


1400 


62.44 


11400 


1600 


65.62 


12000 


1800 


69.00 


12600 


2000 


72.28 


13200 


2500 


80.41 


14700 


3000 


88.62 


16200 


3500 


96.84 


17700 



R MONEY 


BUY?* 


And you can 
build a 
Ranch measur- 
ing about 


A Split 

Level or 

Cape Cod 

measuring 


725 sq. ft. 


600 sq. ft. 


800 


650 


850 


675 


875 


700 


900 


725 


950 


750 


975 


775 


1025 


825 


1100 


875 


1150 


925 


1200 


975 


1300 


1025 


1375 


1100 


1550 


1250 


1700 


1400 


1900 


1550 



*Tht$ table is based on 30 year mortgages at 4Vi% and includes FHA Premium. Down payments are 
for non-vets. Longer terms and lower down payments are available to veterans under certain 
conditions. 



Pick the monthly payment that you can afford. The F.H.A. prefers that this does not 
exceed 25% of your monthly income. Now check the cash column opposite this figure. 
You must have at least this much cash. If you don't, you must reduce your house size 
by moving up the table until you reach a cash figure that fits your pocketbook. Remember 
your land value counts as cash. Now move your finger across the table to the column 
marked Cape Cod or the one marked Ranch— Whichever type you prefer. There you see 
the square foot area of the largest home you can afford to consider. Now turn down the 
corner of the page where this largest house is displayed. You can tell the square footage 
from the numbers to the right of the hyphen. For example, the area of house #40-1148 
is 1148 square feet. If 1150 sq. ft. is the largest ranch house you can afford then there 
is no use looking beyond page 38 where the houses get larger than 1148 square feet. 
Remember however, you cannot afford a Cape Cod that measures 1148 square feet as 
Cape Cods cost more per square foot of area than ranches, as you will note in the table. 
Although in a Cape Cod you actually get more living space because there is a second 
floor that can be finished into two more rooms. Add this area on to the first floor area 
and you get more total living area than a ranch house of equivalent cost. 



how to select a plan and start to build 



Of course from the point of view of budget, you can consider a home smaller than your 
maximum limit, but don't settle for a plan that will not fit your family. Be sure that you 
have enough bedrooms and that the bedrooms are large enough to accommodate twin 
beds if necessary. Psychologists recommend that children over six months old not sleep 
in the parent's bedroom and that children over five years of age and of different sexes 
have separate bedrooms. Ideally, every child should have a separate sleeping area. 
Adequate sleeping space, present and future, is vital to the harmony and happiness 
of the home. 

Storage space is another crucial point where too small a house may pinch. All of the 
homes in this book are designed to provide more than adequate kitchen storage, bedroom 
storage and miscellaneous storage for each person in accordance with the standards set 
up by F.H.A. and V.A. If you select a home that will accommodate your family without 
over-crowding, then you can count on storage space being adequate for everyone's 
normal needs. 






There is a choice of style that further enlarges the selection of plans available to you. 
Ranch, Cape Cod, or Split-level spell instantaneous preference to most families. If in 
doubt, your decision will be based on the nature of the homes in your new neighborhood, 
your feelings toward stair-free living as in the Ranch, your potential need for extra 
sleeping area afforded in Cape Cods, you desire for the extra activity area of a Split-level. 
Regardless of your choice of plan, you can be sure that any of the homes in this book 
can be built under the new Housing Act, as they have been architect-designed to meet 
F.H.A. and V,A. requirements. Of course, the plan you choose must also fit your local 
township requirements. Some towns forbid one story houses, others forbid two-story homes. 
Some localities require you to employ an architect especially for higher-priced homes. 
Check your zoning laws to see if any such restrictions exist. 



In its all-out effort to make it easy for anybody to build a new home, the new Housing 
Act provides for up to 90% loans on existing houses thus enabling you to "trade-in" 
your old house for a new home. When you submit your blueprints to your builder for a 
bid, ask him about this new "trade-in" feature of the law. 



It is a gratifying experience to the publishers to be responsible year in and year out for 
thousands of families owning new custom-built homes. When the new Housing Act was 
passed, the need was apparent that an architect be chosen for "Low Cost Custom Homes" 
who was not only familiar with the requirements of the F.H.A. and V.A., but who had a 
record of successful accomplishment in the field. Such a man is Jan Reiner, one of the 
five Boston architects authorized by V.A. to certify house plans submitted by builders in 
that area. Jan Reiner is a registered architect on both East and West coasts. The combination 
of his California and New England styles, his mastery of both the practical and artistic 
aspects of home planning, and his valuable experience with the F.H.A. and V.A. "struck 
home" with the publishers. Jan Reiner studied with Le Corbusier in Paris and Walter Gropius 
of Harvard; he in turn taught at the University of Southern California, where he was 
Assistant Professor of Architecture and City Planning. He is in great demand as a lecturer 
and his homes have appeared in many trade and national magazines. It is with great pride 
that Jan Reiner's architectural talent is presented for the benefit of thousands through the 
medium of this book. The publishers express the hope that Jan Reiner's homes will make a 
hit with you and that in the pages that follow you will find the dream home that you can 
afford now and that you will build now. 



DESIGN 28-864 




This is the smallest home thai the 
V. A. will accept. Its room sizes 
exceed V. A. minimum requirements 
by only a small margin. Despite 
its limited sire there are still three 
bedrooms. Two can accommodate 
twin beds, so this house provides 
comfortable quarters for a family of 
five. A gracious fireplace serves the 23 
foot living dining area, and large 
picture windows at each end command 
a broad view of the front and 
rear gardens. 

The kitchen is U-shaped with plenty of 
cabinets and counter space. Opening 
as it does to the dining area, meals 
can be conveniently served in 
traditional country-style hospitality. 

Blueprints show a full basement with 
the furnace flue sharing the firplace 
chimney. 
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DESIGN 80-864 



. . .The clean horizontal lines of fhis ranch house give it 
that more expensive long low look. Actually, it is designed to give the maximum livabiliry possible 
for minimum expenditure under the New Housing Act, 

A highlighting feature for the imaginative decorator is provided by the projecting window bay in the 20 foot 
living room. Attention shifts at night to the fireplace wall which can be flanked by book shelves. 
Kitchen and dining are in the front of the house. 

Note how all the bedrooms are secluded in the rear off a private hallway. The middle bedroom is cantilevered 
to gain additional valuable space. Actually the foundation here is a straight line — the most economical 
construction. There are two linen closets, one handily located in the bathroom. 



DID YOU KNOW? 

The F.H.A. and V.A. do not 

lend money. They merely 

guarantee the mortgage that your 

lending institution agrees 

to give you. Take your blueprints 

to your bank or lender for 

instructions on how to obtain an 

F,H.A. or V.A. guarantee. 




DESIGN 50-864 
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DESIGN 34- 



..Architect Jan Reiner has designed this home especially 
for "young moderns" with a limited budget. Indoor-outdoor living can be at peak enjoyment 
in its open plan. A free standing fireplace with extended masonry wall acts as the activity 
area divider. Behind it a barbecue serves the kitchen-dining room. To its left is a sociable bar 
from which you can enjoy the corner window view. 

A feature of the master bedroom is Its private folding door at the entry. 

The second bedroom has provision for a built-in dresser. Both enjoy cross-ventilation. 

The back-to-back plumbing and the nearby square shape of this house give you the tip-off as to its 
very low cost of construction. The carport adds to the horizontal lines and can double as a play porch. 




...A horizontal sweep of brick glamorizes 

this two bedroom rancher. The wrought iron 

railing and fluted glass entry panels point 

up its modern design. For those families 

who need two more bedrooms, an increased 

pitch of the roof would transform 

this home to a one and a half story Cape Cod. 

The up-stairway could be placed over 

the cellar stairs, the coat closet would then 

have to be moved to the bedroom hall. 

Add a breezeway and garage 

on the living room side and you will restore 

horizontality to your Cape Cod. 

As designed, this is a delightfully comfortable 

home. The dinnig room enjoys corner 

windows. It is separated from the U-shaped 

kitchen by a long serving counter 

that can double as a bar. 



DID YOU KNOW? 

Builders cannot accurately 

estimate the cost of the house 

from the illustrations in this book. 

They require the blueprints. 

Then after a period of a few 

days, they can give you a precise 

hid on which you can depend. 
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DESIGN 66-720 
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. . .This is the first. of the Cape Cods. It is the smallest 
that will be approved by the V.A. and F.H.A. There are many more Capes interspersed 
in the pages of this book increasing in size as you progress. You will note that the square footage 
of this plan is less than the plans that precede it; yet you must expect this home to cost 
somewhat more than the preceding ones as it embraces more living space on its two levels. 
Although the second floor plans are not shown on the Cape Cods they all provide 
ample space for two bedrooms. If a rear dormer is built, then an upstairs bathroom can be added. 
The fireplaced living room borrows space from the stairhall as well as from the central hall. 
A long planting box affords a delightful transition to the dining room. 
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DESIGN 67-720 



...The 24 foot depth common to many 

of the economy houses in this book 

is not a coincidence. This dimension 

enables your builder to make maximum 

use of standard lumber without waste. 

No, your eyes are not deceiving you. 

There is a striking similarity between 

the Cape Cods shown on these two pages. 

Different window-treatments provide 

a variation in the front view. To some 

it might be a minor change, to others 

there might be a great difference of 

appeal. Other changes have been made in 

the layout which may be welcomed 

by certain families: one half foot 

has been taken from the living room 

length and added to the master bedroom, 

the bathtub has been placed 

under the window, gaining 

one half foot for the second bedroom 

and over one foot for the kitchen dining 

area. Note that the high bedroom 

windows on both plans afford maximum 

flexibility of furniture 

arrangement to the home-owner. 




DID YOU KNOW? 

All the illustrations in this book are done TRUE to scale. They are 
not exaggerated to make the house look bigger than it really is. 
Here is the way your house will appear when built accord'tna to 
the architect's blueprints obtainable according to the instructions 
on page 46. 
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DESIGN 81-912 



DESIGN 9-932 




DESIGN 29-984 
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DESIGN 1-988 



Four low cost ranch homes 
are shown on these pages. All are 
in the $10,000 to $12,500 
cost range for most areas 
of the country. Oh an F.H.A. 
30 year mortgage at AV%%, 
monthly payments should be 
about $50 tp $55. 

Each of these homes has three 
bedrooms, one bathroom, living 
room, dining room and kitchen- 
arranged to suit different preferences 
in layout. 29-984 has the additional 
feature of a snack corner 
in the kitchen. One aspect that 
is quite different about all 
the homes is the manner in which 
the family automobile has affected 
the design. In the case of 81-912, 
no garage or carport is provided 
now but can be added later. 
9-932 includes a garage under 
the same roof as the house 
(the basement does not extend 
under the garage and kitchen). 
29-984 has an attached garage 
at a lower level than the house. 
This, of course, is for a special site 
where the slope permits this 
usage. It gives the added advantage 
of a beautiful covered porch above. 
1-988 uses a breezeway 
to connect garage to house. 
It makes a delightful screened 
porch and shelter your steps 
from car to entry. (Note the five foot 
closets enjoyed by each bedroom 
in this house.) 

Turn the page for a comparison 
of four Cape Cods. 
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DESIGN 22- 



. . . The four' Cape Cods on these 
pages are in the $10,000 to $12,500 
price range for most parts of the 
country. Each has its stairway in the 
center and plumbing in the rear 
to allow the finishing of two bedrooms 
upstairs and one in-a-dormer 
bathroom. If you complete this second 
floor now, it may run the price up 
somewhat higher than $1 2,500. The 
"Open End" clause of the new 
Housing Act enables you to increase 
your mortgage later for such 
improvements. Therefore you can 
postpone this addition to your home 
until the time when you actually need it. 
Different windows, varied siding, 
and the architect's flexible use of line 
and accent give each of these homes 
a charm of its own. Analyze the 
floor plans and you will see very 
different arrangements for the four 
rooms in each. 22-748 boast amazing 
livability in its 22 foot depth. There 
are two adjacent cross-ventilated 
bedrooms each with five foot sliding 
door closets. 88-768 has its two 
bedrooms at diagonally opposite 
corners of the house, yet their doors 
are only a few steps apart in the 
bedroom hall. Dining is in the 109 
sq. foot country-style kitchen, 87-768 
is for families who enjoy a large 
separate dining room. The partition 
that divides it from the kitchen can 
be treated in a number of excitingly 
decorative ways. There is just one 
bedroom downstairs in this plan. 
71-768 is a return to the two adjacent 
bedroom layout, this time on the 
right. Its closed-in stairway right at 
the entry permits you to utilize 
the second floor as separate rentable 
living quarters, should you so desire. 
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DESIGN 87-768 
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DESIGN 88-768 








•JK** ^ 



DESIGN 71-768, 



< ■ • WWWJ • ■■ ■ > w*.jj..i« .■■■. »,» v - 1 ^vyywyi --» " vV'y, ......... 

■ i ■.•.••:•:■ 



>£slRr "**■■' ; c 







■n. 



* ---C *" r - 










DESIGN 13-768 



Stone front and casement windows set the theme for this Cape Cod home, 
while the roof overhang that protects windows and entry spells a very 
functional welcome. 

Furniture has been dotted in on the floor plan to suggest arrangement and 
to give an idea of scale to the rooms. You will see that each room is more than 
adequate to accommodate the usual furniture pieces. Economy of construction, 
yes, but there has been no skimping on half-measures that might impair 
comfort or convenience in any of Jan Reiner's designs. 

In this plan, note the over-sized childrens' room. The hall has been tapered 
to capture the living use of every square inch. Although two beds are 
shown, this room can sleep three, if necessary. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 



If you wish to build any of these homes in reverse, that is, flopped 
over with the right side on the left, mention "reverie" when ordering 
blueprints. If not available actually drawn in reverse, you will receive 
regular prints plus backwards prints at no extra charge. This is alt 
a competent builder usually needs to construct your home in reverse. 




DESIGN 16-1008 



After a pleasant sojourn with the Cape Cods on the previous 



pages, we return to the long low ranch. This home stretches over 53 feet including garage. Three bedrooms, 

each large enough for two beds, are arranged compactly around a short hallway. A massive fireplace captures the 

interest in the living room, and being on an inside wall can lose none of its heat to the outdoors. 

In addition to the cozy dining room, there is space for a snack-bar in the cross-ventilated kitchen. The cellar 

stairs have been located right at the back door. 
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DESIGN 60-1008 



. . . Here is a home that will make an immediate hit with the 
"young in heart". Its open plan flows through window walls front and back to join outdoors with indoors. 
When its folding doors are open, the third bedroom adds nine feet to the activity area, an arrangement 
ideally flexible. 

Construction can be modern, too, as this plan is easily adaptable to ready-built roof trusses that span 

the house from front to back. Interior walls are thus, relieved of the roof load, and framing is simpler and faster. 

There are twin closets for linen and brooms, besides the guest closet. The china closet shown in the 
dining room can be made accessible from the kitchen too, where it is convenient to the breakfast nook. 
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DESIGN 38-1008 



DID YOU KNOW? 

Any of these ranch homes 

can be built without a basement 

with only minor changes. The heater 

can be placed where the cellar 

stairs are and a second chimney 

placed above it. In the case 

of Cape Cods, this can be done 

providing this chimney does not 

disrupt second floor planning. 




The siding at the front of the garage is extended to provide this home 
with a fenced and protected walk from car to entry. Here's an ideal spot for 
a planting box. Paint the fence a lighter color than the wall behind 
it to accentuate depth. 

This three bedroom home has a separate dining room that can be closed off 
from the living room. While teen-agers are gathered around the 
fireplace, Mother and Dad can be enjoying the evening in their dining-den. 

Garages when shown are not included in the square footage computation. . 
This means that when you estimate the cost bracket on the basis of 
1008 sq. ft., you should add enough to cover the cost of a one car garage 
which would be approximately $1000. A fair cost prediction for most 
of the country might prove to be $11,000 to $13,000. 
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DESIGN 86-1008 



When you enter the broad dimensioned 
living room of this charming home, there is an 
impressive feeling of spaciousness. Even the 
kitchen-dining area is a generous 21 feet in 
length. You may want to widen the arch 
that separates dining and living room. There 
has been no skimping either on the bedroom 
sizes. They are comfortable well planned 
rooms with large five foot sliding door closets. 

Architect Jan Reiner is a registered architect 
on both the East and West coasts. This particular 
ranch home is typical of the nation-wide 
suitability of his designs. It so beautifully fits 
any fine neighborhood and is perfectly 
at home on any site. 
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DESIGN 45-1020 






DID YOU KNOW? 

An architect's services are your best home building 

investment. If you cannot employ an architect, 

then be sure the stock plan you buy is the work 

of an architect. 



The ingenuity of the architect is strikingly evident when 

you note the magnificent features that he adds with every small 

increase in space and budget that we allow him. 

Measuring very little over 1000 square feet and only 

1 2 square feet more than the preceding ranches, this attractive 

modern home is a "find" for families who are looking 

for a heap of gracious contemporary living on a modest income. 

Imagine yourself walking past the brick planting box 
filled with evergreens and ivy then entering the small foyer. 
A table is handy at your right to rest your packages and 
the guest closet awaits your coat. As you leave the cozy entry 
and walk into the living room, the space opens up 
dramatically. You step past the curved accordion door of 
the all-purpose room, the book nook, and when you reach 
the corner fireplace, you have before you the entire 
vista of activity area blending into the garden beyond through 
a wall of glass. Through the dining room door is more 
house to enjoy, and then beyond to the screen porch with 
its partially protected patio, A carefully planned kitchen and 
well proportioned bedrooms complete the delightful ensemble. 
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DESIGN 18-816 
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DESIGN 74-816 



This modern version of the old garrison home 

provides bigger upstairs bedrooms than its Cape Cod 

cousin, thanks to its projecting second story. This 

additional space comes at a bargain price because it is 

on the same size foundation, and under the same 

area of roof. Other economies built into this plan are the 

back-to-back plumbing,.rectangular foundation 

. and equally divided 24 foot depth. 

The up and down stairways serve to separate the living 
room from the kitchen-dining area. Entirely closed 
in, the stairs themselves cannot be viewed from the 

activity area. 

The two bedrooms downstairs as well as those upstairs 

enjoy double exposure and liberal closet storage 

space. There, are also several opportunities for built-in 

dressers and other furniture-saving construction 

so popular today. 
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Tens of thousands of families applied for F.H.A. 
approval during the first few months after the new Housing 
Act went into effect. Many families were disappointed; 
their plans did not pass the minimum requirements and 
changes had to be made that took time and money. One of 
the most popular types of design that received quick 
approval was the two-bedroom Cape Cod Cottage. This 
is Jan Reiner's charming version. Suitable for a 60 foot site, 
it is a house that is easy to build, easy to live in, 
and easy to pay for. 

The projecting vestibule gives you a feeling of a special 
entrance hall. Actually this space can be further closed off 
if you wish to convert into a two family home. The 
dining area is less a part of the living room in this home 
than it is of the kitchen where just a dwarf partition 
divides it from the food preparation center. A screen porch 
can be built behind the garage with access from the 
dining room. The basic charm of this house adapts itself 
so easily to the added touch only you can give. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

Your blueprints are printed especially 

for you, They are mailed to you 

within twenty four hours or 

the time your order arrives. 
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DESIGN 39-1020 



An exciting change of pace is supplied by 
Architect Reiner in this unique design. This 
house is built with its roof ridge running 
with the long dimension from front to rear. 
Yet the horizontal lines are retained by 
clever use of a terrace wall and carport. 

A refreshing openness of plan greets you 
on entering the door. A free-standing 
masonry chimney captures your interest as it 
is the only interruption of space flow in 
the activity area. It comprises a fireplace, 
furnace flue, and a kitchen grille. Dining 
is in a brightly windowed corner. The counter 
marked "shelf" can be used as a breakfast 
or beverage bar. Note the convenience of 
the kitchen entrance directly from the carport. 

One bathroom serves the three bedrooms but 

there is an extra wash basin just outside 

its door to help prevent morning bottlenecks. 
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DESIGN 75-1027 



. The arrangement of living in the front and sleeping in the back 



has proven outstandingly popular and hundreds of families who see plan #75-1027 on this page will in a few short 
months be enjoying their brand new home for little or no money down and less than rent to pay each month. 

Living and dining area extend over 26 feet. The kitchen minds the side door and entry door with equal ease. 
Note the extra storage space for canned goods just opposite the cellar stairs. 

Not only do the three bedrooms enjoy quiet and privacy in the rear but each is sound-insulated from the other 
by a closet wall in this singularly likeable plan. 
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DESIGN 27-832 



One bedroom downstairs and two upstairs 
comprises the sleeping capacity of this 
attractive home. It is well fitted for 
a sloping site being one and one half 
stories on the side of the high ground 
and literally two stories on the low side 
with the basement wall partially exposed. 
Of course a garage is placed at this 
location as it would be foolhardy to pass 
up an opportunity for a built-in garage 
at practically no increase in cost. Nor 
does this interfere with the location of 
a finished rumpus room on the other side ■! 
of the basement. 

Thanks to a greater than 24 foot depth 
this home enjoys a dining room ample 
in size for a formal banquet. Additional 
informal eating space is in the spacious 
light and airy kitchen. 
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DESIGN 76-832 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

With the blueprints you are supplied outline 
specifications, a material list, and an 
official A. LA. builder-owner contract form. 
Order blank is on page 47. 




/ 



It will be love at first sight for many families who turn to this page and view the charming Cape Cod 
pictured here. By ordering the blueprints according to the instructions on page 46, and then by 
submitting the blueprints to the F.H.A., lender, and buidter, this love can be quickly translated into a 
lifetime marriage between a family and their new home. 

The separate dining room in the previous plan has been replaced by a bedroom, putting it at 

a diagonally opposite corner of the house from the master bedroom. Meals are enjoyed at the bright 

windowed corner of the 128 square foot kitchen. 
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DESIGN 68-1032 



You can tell quickly which side of this house is planned for activity and which for sleeping. Three panoramic 
windows bring nature's ever-changing scenes to the living room. Three high windows preserve privacy 
for the bedrooms. Architect Jan Reiner recommends a white plywood panel between these windows to 
emphasize the horizontal lines of the exterior, with stone beneath the living room windows for a touch of luxury. 

This plan is ideal for truss construction— the new economical method that builders are adopting throughout 
the country. It permits them to roof the house quickly and perform the interior partitioning later under 
the protection of its cover. 

A free-standing fireplace provides a focal point for furniture grouping in the living room. No partition 

is necessary between dining room and kitchen; you may prefer a china closet to act as the divider here as it 

is a strategic location for serving both dining and kitchen tables. 

There are over 18 linear feet of closets in this home. If you wish additional storage for garden tools, 
mower, bicycles, etc. you can protect one side of your carport with a storage wall that will take care of these 
items or build an oversized garage that will add even more length to your rambling ranch. 



DESIGN 47-1040 




DESIGN 48-1050 
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DESIGN 58-1040 
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How much larger the homes are beginning to appear! Yet in the twenty-seven homes 

that have been presented, only 200 square feet have been added. In cost this means an increase 

of less than $3000. There is no reason why the three beautiful homes shown here should exceed 

$13,000 including breezeway and garage for those areas of the country where prices 

are in line with the national average. Architect's blueprints are essential for quality construction, 

free of dollar consuming delays. If your local architect cannot help you, you may obtain 

blueprints directly from the publisher at low stock plan prices. F.H.A. approval should come 

swiftly as these homes have been designed to meet F.H.A. requirements. 

You can own a house like #47-1040, enjoy its screened porch while your children romp 

in the closed play-yard, lounge in the 20 foot living-dining room before the fireplace or bayed 

picture window— all for only a few hundred dollars cash investment and less of a monthly payment 

than you are probably now paying for rent. #58-1040 has the same number of rooms 

but the dining area is more defined. A breezeway and garage can be added to this plan too. 

This house is a proven best seller. In #48-1050 the living room is in the rear. Note the great flexibility 

possible in this open plan. You can arrange the space to fit the activities and needs of your 

own family. To what use would you put the space between kitchen and entry? Sewing room, informal 

dining, hobbies? How about the den? Would you use it as a bedroom, guest room, study, or T.V. room? 



31 




This trio of distinctive Cape Cods would win the 

beauty honors in any parade of homes. The architect 

has employed shingles, plywood panels, brick, 

vertical and horizontal siding to achieve symphonies 

of balance and contrast. They appear to express 

outwardly the harmony of the family life within. And inside, 

the architect seems capable of an infinite number of 

variations in dividing and arranging the space to serve 

the average family's living requirements. Important, 

too, in determining this space division is consideration 

of the site on which the house is to be placed. 

Orientation to sun, prevailing wind and view is essential to 

attaining the maximum livability from your home. 

Large glass areas should face south. The architect has 

protected all window walls and picture windows with 

wide roof overhangs that keep out the summer sun, yet 

welcome the winter rays when the sun circles lower in 

the southern sky. East is a favorite exposure for bedrooms, 

especially children's since they awaken earlier and can 

benefit from the winter morning sun. For dining, the view is 

more important than the exposure, and the kitchen 

will be satisfied with whatever direction remains for it. 

Remember not to plan to put a home in a valley 

bottom, keep it where possible on a slope. A south or 

southeast slope is preferable. You will gain protection 

from snow and winter wind if there is a line of trees 

to the north or northwest of your home. Evergreens make 

the best weather barrier. Deciduous trees to the 

southwest of your house will provide shade in the 

summer where most needed and with leaves 

fallen will admit maximum winter sunshine. 

Keep both your site and your family in mind in 
examining these gracious contenders for your choice. 




DESIGN 89-864 
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DESIGN 65-864 
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DESIGN 33-884 
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DESIGN 44-1080 



...The garage of this sweeping ranch home is attached to it 



by a twelve-foot trellis and privacy fence with swinging gate. This increases the overall length 
to a luxurious 75 feet. Better count on a minimum of 100 by 100 foot site, larger if possible, 
to accommodate this distinguished home in the style it deserves. 

Despite its rambling size, the cost of' this home should stay within the $13,000 to 
$ 14/000 range in most areas of the country. 

Another dimension of importance is the living-dining room. Its normal 28 feet become a breath-taking 

37 feet when the folding doors of the den are opened. Closed, these doors form private closet-equipped 

sleeping quarters, bringing the number of bedrooms up to three. Picture windows gladden the living room, 

front and rear during the daytime, and a projecting fireplace does the honors at night. Hiding behind 

it are the basement stairs where a big area awaits development to suit the family's hobby or recreational 

needs. The kitchen is an efficient U-shape. The side door is handy to the protective trellis and is 

a picturesque spot for a dining patio. 

White double exposure shingles with 14 inches to the weather are shown on the exterior. 
Their double thickness adds attractive shadow lines. To the left, at the bedroom wing, 
vertical redwood siding brings beautifying contrast. 
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DESIGN 82-1115 



66% of the nation's families will be home owners by 1960 if 

the present rate of activity as a result of the new Housing Act continues. 

Since 1950 the publisher, his architects and combined staffs have been 

responsible for tens of thousands of new homes. The homes in this book 

are not the idle dream of some erstwhile designer. They have been 

built many times, improved, refined, and subjected to the only true test: 

being lived in. Under the observation of the architect, they have 

evolved as close as possible to perfection in comfort and economy. 

#82-1 15 is one of these homes, designed and built to suit, if not 

everybody, then a large number of families who want things just this way: 

protected entrance ways at front and side convenient to the future 

breezeway and garage, fireplace and picture window acting 

as a single focal point for furniture grouping, and a country-style 

kitchen-dining room so much in vogue today as a favorite family 

gathering spot. Other features include a desirable basement for many uses; 

a bathroom with tub protected from the window, and space for 

a double vanitory; and finally, three adequately sized bedrooms 

with more than ample closet space. 
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DESIGN 56-1140 



.The country flavor of this rustic ranch home is accentuated 

by its covered front porch with twin supporting columns. There is another covered porch secluded behind 

the garage and perfect for "al fresco" dining. But let's not get ahead of ourselves— there's a pleasant 

surprise at the front entry where the flagstone of vestibule sweeps around to encircle the dramatic projecting 

fireplace. The foyer is actually formed by the coat closet and free standing fireplace. The closet is six 

feet high, enough for privacy yet enabling the living room to gain a feeling of greater spaciousness from 

the uninterrupted span of the ceiling. 

Abundant windows throughout the activity and sleeping rooms make this a bright home full of cheer. 



DID YOU KNOW? 

Four sets of blueprints are the usual number required. Your bank 

will want one set and so will your municipal authorities, leaving two 

sets tor builder and subcontractors. See page 46. 
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1/ t J I V iM D TT " I Z V O ...As America's interest has turned to a fuller enjoyment of 

indoor-outdoor living, it has been natural for living rooms to gravitate away from the bustling streets of our 

towns and villages and face towards the privacy of our rear gardens and terraces. 

The rear living room of this good-looking hip roofed home is designed to enjoy tranquility to the fullest. 
It opens to the screen porch behind the garage. The 20 foot kitchen-dining areas faces front and is protected by 

the porch and front patio. 

Outdoors, the front grounds have not been ignored by our architect. By extending the stone siding from under 
the bedroom windows he has created a secluded area that can serve as a safe play spot for the 

children under mother's watchful eye. 
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The position Jan Reiner holds in the architectural profession has been achieved largely through his 

genius in bringing families with average incomes the living luxuries of the well-to-do. #40-1 148 is a particularly 

good example. »Here you see a three bedroom home with true center hall circulation, full basement, two-car 

garage, 100 square foot dining porch with optional barbecue, 3-way fireplace, breakfast nook, 

canned goods larder, and five foot closets in each bedroom— features usually found only in the most expensive 

homes. Then to top it off, there is an extra wash basin just outside the bathroom that makes a perfect spot for 

primping. Yet all these details so beautifully thought out, when executed as in this home, serve to bring 

the high cost of comfort down within everyone's reach. 
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DfD YOU KNOW? 

Genuine sfone can now be obfained 
in fhin sheets for application as 
a veneer. Whether you wish sfone or 
brick veneer, your architect, /umber 
deafer, or builder can help you 
incorporate if info your home, 
regardless of whether or not it is 
shown on blueprints. 
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DESIGN 53-1100 
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DESIGN 52-1209 
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A new design for gracious living is arriving 

on the American scene. Split-level homes are 

winning admiration and acceptance 

wherever they are built. This includes 

acceptance by the F.H.A. and by the V.A. 

as well as by the lending institutions 

that disburse the mortgage money. They are 

accepted by municipal authorities and 

by building departments that insure 

building permits, and by the tens of 

thousands of families that are now 

enjoying the dividends of a split-level plan. 

These dividends are exemplified by the two 

versions shown here. You can see how 

the split-level is formed. The sleeping area 

is raised five or six steps. This does not make it 

any less convenient, in fact it enhances 

the privacy of both the sleeping and 

activity levels. At the same time, it creates 

space below the sleeping rooms that 

can be used for a second living room, 

library, den or T.V. room which being at ground 

level is a bright liveable room. There is 

still space left for a powder room, 

a laundry-utility room, and space for an 

oversized garage with work bench on this 

level. Little wonder that such a plan is so 

widely acclaimed, especially where 

there is a slightly sloping site. 

#53-1100 is simply constructed with the 

use of a central girder. Plumbing is back-to-back. 

The through fireplace can easily be made to 

serve the living room alone if privacy is desired. 

Both plans call for a slab construction 

under the living area. However, a cellar 

can be built under this portion of the house. 

By locating the furnace under the fireplace, 

the cost of a second chimney can be avoided. 
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DESIGN 10-1480 



The remaining four plans in this book are included because in this great 

flourishing country of ours, the words "low cost" can have quite a different 

meaning for some than for others. A successful factory owner 

came to the publisher's office one day with his three married children 

to select plans. He was dividing up some of his land and he wanted 

them to build "modest" homes so that they would all live near each other. 

They chose homes costing over $20,000. 

Throughout this book, the words, "low cost" have meant under $15,000 

and for the most part a good deal under. Lest some families be left out, families 

whose relative standards of cost led them to believe there would be homes 

in the $15,000 to $20,000 bracket, plan 10-1480 is shown here and three 

more on the following pages. 

This plan boasts a 22 foot sunken living room with a 10 foot picture window 

projecting over a decorative tiled sill. The master bedroom has a private 

bathroom and two closets, one a six footer and one a three footer. Is there any 

doubt which belongs to him and which to her? There are four bedrooms 

altogether and two bathrooms. The fourth bedroom is strategically located 

to be used as a maid's room, guest room, or den. Don't overlook the 

two-car garage, the screened porch, and the fact that the kitchen is big 

enough for snack space or laundry equipment. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

Buying blueprints by mail is an increasingly popular way 
of successfully building a new home. In fact more 
than half of aft new homes are built from stock plans. 
Be sure the plans you buy are recent plans and 
be sure they are the work of an architect. 



DESIGN 17-1480 M . 

ranch home that is modest in cost only to the relatively 
affluent. From the outside you can see it is for a two-car 
family and requires a quarter acre site. Inside there 
are further signs of luxury in the sunken living room, the 
separate dining ro6m, study, and screen porch. 
There is space enough in the kitchen for laundry equipment 
as well as an on-the-run breakfast. There are two 
bathrooms, one being the private domain of the master 
bedroom. There are even two cellar stairways, one in the hall 
and one a Bilco-type hatchway outside the back door. 
These extras add up to more cost you can be sure, but 
you can also be sure that if you live in an area where 
costs are not higher than the national average, this house 
without garage should cost less than $20,000. 
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DESIGN 77-1490 




You might call this a Colonial split-level home. It does not have the contemporary roof line of the 

split-levels shown on pages 40 and 41. The two story portion looks just like a two-story Colonial, but then the 

uninterrupted roof surface integrates quite nicely with the one-story activity area. This is another design that 

will cost around the $20,000 figure. There is a full basement under the one story part leaving the ground 

level free for garage and living space. You can actually finish off an entire apartment here with its own 

separate entrance. Professional men often use the ground level of their split level home for offices. There is 

approximately 1 2 by 26 feet that can be subdivided with windows front and back. 

Note the splendid master quarters in this home. There is a stall shower in its private bathroom and one of 

the two closets is of the big walk-in variety. 

Those families able to consider a home such as this would do well to submit the blueprints to builders for bids. 
They might be pleasantly surprised by the relatively modest cost considering its enormous living potential. 
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DESIGN 61-1704 



The publisher has received scores of 



requests for a duplex ranch plan. This twin unit has been designed by Jan Reiner to 

satisfy the apparently strong demand for a two family home on one level. Each dwelling 

occupies about 850 square feet. A central partition divides the two; it is extended 

front and back to provide further privacy. The two floor plans are arranged symmetrically 

on either side, They each include two bedrooms, one bath, living-dining room with 

two way corner fireplace and an open plan kitchen. Each unit enjoys about twenty linear 

feet of closet storage and a separate basement. 

Consult your local lending institution as to the proper procedure for obtaining 
financing on a duplex. 



DID YOU KNOW? 

Some stales and localities require 

that your plans be stamped by 

a local architect or that your 

application for building permit be 

filed by an architect. There are 

many ways an architect can help 

you in the planning of your 

home, its location on your land, 

or supervision of construction. 







45 



You can buy blueprints for any of these houses at *10 one set 

$ 5 each additional set 



Start to build your new home by sending for an architect's plans today. 

Free with plans you receive material list, outline specifications, and official builder 

contract form. 

Builders are pleased when you show them architect's plans. They know they are accurate, 
dependable and complete. When they compute their bid, they don't charge you for 
unforeseen errors and delays that inevitably result from faulty drawings. They respect your 
judgment in insuring your new home with quality working blueprints. Likewise when you 
walk into a bank with a roll of architect prepared blueprints under your arm you are 
identified immediately as a person who means business. Doors open for you as banker, 
lawyer, and builder speed their work. 

Architect Jan Reiner has prepared the plans in this book to meet F.H.A. and V.A. 
requirements, saving you long delays and redrawing expense. His blueprints are on file 
in banks and building departments from coast to coast. All drawings are at standard 
builders scale of Va inch equals one foot. They include elevations for front, rear, left and 
right sides; foundation plan shows cellar layout. Floor plans show all necessary dimensions, 
fixture locations and framing information. Cross-section and expanded detail sheets cover 
every necessary aspect of construction. 

Associated Plan Service Inc., brinys you the work of America's leading architects, 
backed up by planning aids designed to speed and safeguard your building project. 

OUTLINE SPECIFICATIONS: With each set of blueprints you receive a set of outline specifi- 
cations at no extra cost. They eventually become part of your building contract. They cover all major 
items of construction such as-, footings, foundations, walls, floors, chimney, framing, sheathing, roof, 
metal work, windows, doors, cabinets, stairs, plumbing, heating, insulation, electrical, hardware, 
mechanical installations, painting, etc., etc., etc. 

LUMBER LIST: Supplied at no extra cost with each order, this list will save you time in figuring 
material quantities, enable you to get prices quickly and easily from builders, lumber dealers, and 
suppliers. Competitive bidding can save you hundreds of dollars. 

BUILDER CONTRACT: This accepted legal document is the official form recommended by 
the American Institute of Architects. Supplied free with each blueprint order this contract helps insure 
a complete understanding between you and your builder regarding terms and conditions of your 
building agreement 

+5.QQ MODEL-MAKING KIT: Here is three dimensional planning at its best. Engineer Hoyt Rust's 

^ X * ra model-making kit has received nationwide publicity in life Magazine and scores of other publications. 

This kit will enable you to build a model of any house in this book. You work right on the floor plan 

and in a few short hours you see your new home come to life. You can even develop furniture 

arrangements and plan your landscaping. 

YOUR BLUEPRINTS ARE MAILED THE SAME DAY YOUR ORDER IS RECEIVED AT 
ASSOCIATED PLAN SERVICE , 384 NEW YORK AVENUE, HUNTINGTON, LONG ISLAND 

America's Fastest Growing Home Planning Center 
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HERE IS HOW TO ORDER BLUEPRINTS 

The price of one complete set of working blueprints is $10. Additional sets are $5 when ordered at the 
same time, Ordinarily, four sets ($25) are needed for your lumber dealer, builder, lending agency, local 
authorities, etc. Blueprints are printed especially for you the same day your order arr.ves. Outline 
specifications, lumber list, and builder contract form are included at no extra charge. 

if you enclose a check or money order, we pay the postage on your shipment. If you order C.O.D., 
your postman adds the postage charges to the C.O.D. amount. 

Plans are available in reverse for many of the homes shown. Remember, do not request changes. 
Your builder will be glad to make minor changes in construction to suit your family's needs. 

Your attention is called to the additional planning books available from A.P.S. "Homes by leading 
American Architects", edited by Robert B. Stone, contains portfolios of eight top-flight architects; New 
American Home-Plans" contains homes in the Cape Cod and Colonial tradition (ready March 1955); The 
Complete Book of Home Modernizing" is a giant book of remodeling ideas, a best seller in this field. 

Pfease note that there is a questionnaire on the reverse side of order form. By answering these ques- 
tions you will enable as to be of even greater service to home building families in the future, favor us 
with your criticism and suggestions; you will be helping others. And in the way of returning the tavot 
we will be glad to receive any urgent question on home building which you may care to ask tn the space 
provided. Our staff will give your question their personal attention and answer it to the best of their 
experience and knowledge. 
TEAR HERE. 



ORDER FORM • QUICK SERVICE • ORDER FORM • QUICK SERVICE • ORDER FORM • QUICK SERVICE • ORDER FORM • QUICK 

LOW COST CUSTOM HOMES 



ASSOCIATED PUN SERVICE INC. 
384 NEW YORK AVENUE 
HUNTINGTON, LONG ISLAND 

Gentlemen: 



CANADIANS: 

Add 50% to cover transportation, duty, sales tax, ate. 

and mail order to 

CANADIAN HOME PLANNING SERVICE 

ST. CATHARINES, ONTARIO 



□ ENCLOSED FIND PAYMENT FOR 
D SEND C.O.D. (U.S.A. ONLY) 



..sets of blueprints for the 

($10 for one set, $5 each additional set) 



no. of house 



..sets of blueprints for the.. 

($10 for one set, $5 each additional set) 



no. of house 



..sets of blueprints for the 

($10 for one set, $5 each additional set) 

..Kit for scale model making 
($5.00 per kit. Extra parts may have to be purchased for large homes). 



no. of house 



$- 



Also send the following books; 

The Complete Book of Home Modernizing 395 pages ($5.95) 

Homes By Leading American Architects 52 Plans ($1.00) 



..New American Home Plans (50() 
..Low Cost Custom Homes (50*) 

TOTAL FOR BOOKS 

TOTAL 



(print) 



ADDRESS.. 



ZONE STATE.. 

(see reverse side) 
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When ordering plans we would appreciate your answers to the following questions. You will be helping 
us to improve our service in future editions. In return for your courtesy we will be pleased to supply 
the answer to any pressing question you might have on the subject of home building. Just write it on the 
space provided and it will receive the prompt attention of our staff. 



WHEN DID YOU OBTAIN YOUR COPY OF THIS BOOK? 

Approximate Date 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN BUYING PLAN BOOKS? 

y «o« Months 

DO YOU THINK PLAN BOOKS SHOULD CARRY ADVERTISEMENTS FOR BUILDING PRODUCTS? 



HOW DID YOU KNOW ABOUT THIS BOOK? 



□ Newsstand 

Q Published Article 

□ Friends 



□ Television 

□ Lumber Dealer 
D Kea/ Estate Agent 



□ Magazine Ad 
D Builder 

□ Bank 



□ Bookstore 

□ Other 



WHAT FEATURES OF THE BOOK DO YOU FIND MOST VALUABLE? 



□ Architect's Drawing 

□ Word Descriptions 



Q Floor Plan Layout 
[~| Guidance 



□ Other.. 



□ Blueprints Available 

□ Model Kits 



DO YOU OWN YOUR OWN LAND YET? WHAT DIMENSIONS?. 



WHAT ABOUT YOUR FAMILY? 

No. of children Age of oldest child Do you own a TV set?,. 

No. of adults How many cars Will you have a fireplace?.... 

Do you now own a house?... 

When do you plan to build? ; 



WHAT DO YOU THINK ARE THE BEST FEATURES OF THE PLAN YOU ARE CHOOSING? 



□ One Floor 

□ Cenfer Hall 



(""1 Expansible 

□ Split-level 

□ No. of Baths 

□ Other 



□ Roof Design 

□ Room Sizes 

□ Lay-out of Rooms 



□ Window Arrangement 

□ Number of Bedrooms 



WHAT ADDITIONAL FEATURES CAN YOU SUGGEST FOR OUR FUTURE BOOKS? 



CAN WE COUNT ON YOU TO SUPPLY US WITH A PHOTO OF YOUR NEW HOME WHEN COMPLETED? 



Our thanks for answering the above questions. Now it's your turn. We will answer promptly and to the best of our know/edge. 
QUESTION 
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BLUEPRINTS 



GIVE YOU A VIVID PICTURE OF 
YOUR NEW HOME INSIDE AND OUT. 

THEY ARE ALSO ESSENTIAL TO OBTAIN 
PRICE QUOTATIONS AND START CONSTRUCTION. 
THESE PROFESSIONAL BLUEPRINTS AND PLANNING AIDS 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR EVERY PLAN SHOWN IN THIS VOLUME. 



Elevations 

For front, rear and both sides 



Section 

Showing wall details 

Floor plans 

Complete in every necessary detail 

Foundation 

Structural base showing cellar plan 

Framing 

Simplified framing details 

Special details 

Kitchen cabinets, bathroom, fireplace, etc. 

Outline Specifications 

Cover over fifty elements of construction 

Lumber list 

Saves time in figuring costs 

Builder contract 

Standard A. LA. form for legal protection 
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ASSOCIATED PLAN SERVICE INC. . huntington, long island 



